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ICIATB.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mieainetppi, presented a report of a

committee on federal and Stale relations, accompanied by
resolutions adopted by the legislature of ibe 8late of Mis-
«issippi on the subject of slavery and tbe questions in

controversy between the northern and southern portions
of the confederacy, growing out of that institution; which
were read, and ordered to Tie on tbe table.
Before prerentiug the above resolutions,
Mr. D. said: As instructed, 1 present the report

aud resolutions of the legislature of Mississippi, on
the subject which distracts and divides tbe t*ople
of the Union, and which threatens, anless checked in its
onward course, to produce couseqnances fatal to tbe cause
of human liberty, as secured and advanced by the con¬
stitution of the United States.consequences destructive
to internal feeling between the different sections of the
confederacy.and finally to terminate in the wreck of this
republic, the last best hope of free government, of hu¬
man and social progress and happiness.

In presenting these reaolutions to the Senate, I wish
briefly to read from the proceedings of the popular meet¬
ings which preceded, and iwobabTy originated fttiHetip-
lation, bo'h because they illustrate the meaning and in¬
tent of these resolutions, and because they have been
-either greatly misunderstood or grossly misrepresented.
The people of Mississippi having seen, in public meet¬
ings, in conventions, ana in legislative resolutions, what
they deemed to be an assault upon their constitutional
rights, have looked for protection against these hostile
proceedings to the Congress of the Uuited Statfes.
When a crisis approached, if it had not arrived,
and they saw Congress adjourn, after full dis¬
cussion, without any action upon the subject, they,
as became freemen and the sons of freemen, took the
case into their own hands. A primary meeting,
after full notice given tli rough the preiss, assembled at
the seat of government in Mississippi on the 7th of
May. That meeting called upon the different counties to
hold assemblages within their limits, and to elect dele¬
gates to a State convention, which should be authorized
to take into consideration the means which should be
adopted to avert tbe hazard which tlicy felt impending
over them. This primary meeting and that State conven¬
tion have been assailed, either ignoranily or maliciously,and accused of having desired to disturb tbe fraterniiy of
tbe nalion, if not to dissolve the bonds which hold it to¬
gether. A complete answer to all such charges is to be found
in tbe proceedings themselves; and I propose now to read to
the Senate a few brief extracts from the journal of that
primary meeting, and from the report and address of the
convention which assembled in obedience to that call.
These extracts, and the remarks with which i propone to
accompany them, shall be as brief as the case will allow.
When the meeting assembled, it was organized with all
tbe due forms of a deliberative body, and a committee was

appointed to prepare an address and to rejiort it to the
meeting. The address thus reported by them reads:
The committed to whom was referred the subjact ot can-

nover»y between the northern and southern Stautsofthe
Union bltvo Umi the tamo under consideration, arid beg
leave to rcpoit the following as an address to the citizens
ol Mississippi, together with the accompanying resolu¬
tions.
The subject was approached by them, as it should be by

this meeting, in full view of its solemnity and importance ;
uot as a common-place topic.not as a mere question of
expediency on a matter ol secondary consideration, but as
oue iu which our dearesl rights are involved .rights which
we possessed as citizens ol independent States, and which
arc -ase. ved >0 us by the constitution of the United States.
eeeeseea

We approach tbo subject, not in anger, but in sorrow.
We venerate the Union.we venerate ibe memory of the
illustrious mm who cemented us as a family ol nations.
as one people ; and we would bold out as un example to
their rons the reco lection of tbe spirit of forbearance.of
moderation.of compromise.of equal justice and true pa¬
triotism, which governed them in their great work.

. . . . a 1 . . J
We have met, not only iu defence of our individual

lights, but iu defenco ol'our common country; and we
would londly hope that our timely warning may save our
Uniou nuiinpaired. We meet not to agitate.not to act,
but to prepare in action when the occasion may be forced
upot. us.

Such was the language of those who assembled in this
priman meeting, la such terms tbey called upon the
couches to deliberate on the state of tbe country, and,
if found advisable by them, to appoint delegates to meet
in Stale convention, to confer together on the daugers by
which they were threatened. A state convention, lormed
of delegate* appointed from tbe different counties, after
fill time, and notice, and discussion in primary assem¬
blies, met. The committee of that State convention, ap¬
pointed to report upon the subjects for the consideration
of which they assembled, made tbe report from which I
read:
- We, th-- delegates to a convention, ea led by the people
of the State of Mississippi, to deliberate on tbe means to
prevent tbe unfounded pretension that Congress has power
to legislate on ihe subject ol domestic slavery, and to pro¬
hibit its mtioducuon aud existence in the Territories of the
United Stairs, bare duly considered the important subject
committed to our charge, six! make the following report as

expressive ol the voice of Mississippi.' . . . e a e e .

In this aafortunaie controversy there are hot two alterna¬
tives.tbe one ii submiseioa, this other resistance. To the
one we cannot, we will not oouseiu ; the other, we are re¬
luctant to adopt.

. ..esse*

Wa have not met to discuss the question of power or

rxpedtency j they have been argaed and reargued, in and
out ol Congress, by our statesmen and by our people We
Wave reasoned end remonstrated in terms of conciliation
with oar northern brethren, until forbearance has ceased
lo be a virtue. We have warned ihem ol the consequences
ol f*reeveianee. They have disregarded our remonstran¬
ces snd our warnings ; they have disregarded the most sol¬
i-inn compromises. In which we yielded too much. They
have leluaadlo submit to judicial determination, preferring
t<> decide by the force ol numbers. There Is no rommoi
arbiter, awl we, toe, must decide for ourselves That de-
i ision u made. We take our stand on the plain priueiples
of me constitettoe, and intend to maintain it, or sink in the
effoit. .

Wr assert that Congress has no power over the subject of
slavery, within the Stales, or in tbe Territories j that these
fates, by the revolution, by the [federation ol' Independ¬
ence, snd by tbe treaty ol peace, became separate and in¬

dependent sovereignties, with all the poiiueal power of
M-paral* and distinct nauoos j that they are suit so, except
k> lar as they may have expressly delegated part ol their
iiower to the general government.

s a a "
a a a a a

We maintain that the system ol slavery was reoognised
by the oonetiMltoa.slaves were recogms'.d as property,
the fell enjoyment ol whieb was guarded and protected.
Kua-antird by that compact | that Congress has no power
uver -uch property.
see a a a a a

Tbe power of Congress to legislate for the Territories il a
l»«»r to praieot iha oilman and his projwrty, not to declare
shit is property.
Then, sir, In lull answer to those who have charged

this convention with any purpoee of disunion, the brat
leaolution passed by that convention waa as follows :

1st. Uttntwrd, That we continue to enterteln a devoted
six! cherished attachment to the Union, but we desire lo
liaveitas It was formed, and not as an engine of oppres¬
sion.
This convention appointed a committee to prepare an

Mdrese to Ihe people of Mississippi; and from that ad¬
dress I will read as briefly aa I have from the report:
The Union must and will be preserved. Tbe slave

Ststes, iu resisting each dangerous and destructive usurpa¬
tions of lite laderai government, are delending the consti¬
tution and Union, i aeir position is whoUy delensive.de¬
fensive o< their domestic relations and their private rights
of property ; defensive of their laws, upon which these do¬
mestic reiauous and rights of property am founded; de¬
lensive ot their social and potitioai existence as Stales ; de¬
fensive ot the constitution snd Union; defensive of law,
order, and geod government, ol the right of the people to
govern themselves by governments and laws of their own
makiag throughout the world. It is a cause which cannot
fail before the social pbitoeophv.. e e «''a e a a

Beside and beyood a popular convention of the southern
Stale*, with the view and tbe hope of arresting tbe course

aggression, awl, if not practicable, then lo concentrate
ihe ?tontb In will, nnderstanding, and action, the conven¬
tion el Mississippi suggested, as the possible ultimate re¬
sort, the can, by the legislatures of the assailed Stales, of
stiH mere solemn conventions.such as should be regularly
elected by the people ol those States.to deliberate, speak,and act, witta all the sovereign power of the people. Should,
Iu the resell, such conventions be called and meet, tbey
may lead lo a like regularly constituted convention of all
the assailed States, to provide, in tbe ^st resort, for their
separate wellare by tbe formation ol a compact and a
Union that wiM alford protection toth<-ir liberties and rights.In anch a crisis. In tbelsnguage of Mr. Madison, "one spiritwill animate and conduct the whole."

These, air, wen the means sought by its when all con-
stitational and fegal modes had failed They were to he
sought only when they could not possibly otherwise se¬
cure their rights. After noticing how mnch depended
upon tbe Union, bow deeply the interests of all sections
were connected with it, with, what jealousy it waa

watched, with what design and purpose at least one for¬
eign power had nought to sow the »«eds oT diau nion in
the United States, the address goes on to say :

Our strength at a nation.oar success iu gaining the com¬
merce of ihe world.our tuluix growth In wealth and pon-
utaiion.the cause of human libarty and the people's rights
throughout Uie world, depend upon our U»iu» at it u.
Lut u» be true to our tiust. Let us preserve l lit I/nun and
leaveilsvery to the natural course of events.

They have not nor have their representatives ever
sought any other rights than the constitution gives, or
any higher pnvileges than our fathers left us as an inher¬
itance. They have never violated the rights of others
and thus endangered the Union. They have never dis¬
turbed the peace, security, or growing prosperity of other
States, and thus given cause to dissolve the compact be¬
cause of its insufficiency or its violation, and still less
have they sought its dissolution themselves.

After ihese popular proceedings, the legislature of the
Mate met. That legislature, in the resolutions which 1
proposed this morning to present, hltve but responded to
the known feeling* or the people whom they represent
I hey have m nowise departed from the characteristic
features of the primary meetings and the popular con¬
vention of the State. They have reaffirmed that attach¬
ment to the Umou which characterizes our people, and
they have reasserted those rights which they value
sbove all earthly considerations, as the birthright of free
men and peers m the Union. Such, sir, has been the

lature .al*Teacih,V' been the action of its legie-
I read an ex'ract from a report of the select commit-

tuV dUi relation8. adopted by the legisla¬
te have arrived at a period in tho political existence of

our country when the fears of the .patriot and pbilunihroD-
1st may well be excited, lest the noblest labric of constitu¬
tional government on earth may, ere long, be laid in ruins
by the elements ol discord, engendered by an unholy lust
lor power, and the tell spirit of fanaticism acting upon the
minus ol our brethreu ol tho uon-slavehoidinir S.utos : and
that beneath its ruins will be forever buried the hones ol
an admiring \v9rld tor the political regeneration of en¬
slaved millions.

* . * »' . . ? .

The spirit of forbearance and concession, which has been
for more than tbiity years manifested and acted on by the
sluveholduig Stales has but strengthened the determina¬
tion oftheirnorihern brethren to fasten upon them a sys¬
tem ol legislation, iu regard to their peouliar domestic rela¬
tions, as latul in its effects to their pros|>erity and happiness
as members of tho confederacy, as it is unjust and contrary
to the principles and provisions of the constitution

* * * . . . » .

1. Rrtolvid, That we continue to entertain a devoted
and cherished attachment to the Union, but we desire to

sion8 a' WM and not us an engine of oppres-
. * . * . . . *

J i'al'-view }be Sequent and increasing evidence

? lho P®°Ple 01 lUe non-slaveholding
States to disregaid the guaranties of the constitulion, ami
to agitate the subjnet of slavery, both in and out of Con¬
gress avowedly t»r the purpose of effecting iu abolition in
the Stales; and. al»o, in vnw of the.facta set forth in the

Andrew of the ^Southern Membors of CoiiKr®M," this
convention proclaims the deliberate conviction that the
time has arrived when the southern States should take
counsel together for ilielr common safety ; and that a con¬
vention of the slavcholdlng Slates should be held at Nash¬
ville, Tennessee, ou the Kiasr Monday is Ju.nk next, to de¬
vise and adopt some mode of resistance to those aitcrcs-
110ns.

.

**.....»

i,,/Ur,hfZ ruotvtd' That it is the duty of the Congress
*1 the united State* to provide territorial organization and
ioveriunems for all the Territories acquired by the common
t>ljod and treasure of the citizens ol the several States, and
10 provide the means of enforcing in said Territories the
guaranties of tho constitution of the United States in re:er-
snce to the property ol citizens of any of the States remov¬
ing to uny ol said Territories with the same, without dis-
inction of limitation.
Now, sir, compare this with the action of those who,

itriving against the constitution, and constantly seeking
to sow ihe seeds of dissension throughout the Union
yet arraign our defensive measures, which grow legiti¬
mately and necessarily out of their own action. C&m-
fiare the proceedings from which I have read, and the

Sirit of the extracts from the Mississippi address and res-
utions which I have brought to the notice of

the Senate, with such as are to be found in the
(iroceedingt of the free-eoil conventions, with the pro-
position for an assembly of the so-called Christians of
the North and of the VVest for a crusade against
slavery, and to debar slaveholders from communion
with the churches. A free-aoil convention in the State
of Kbode Island, the proceeding* of which have been
sent to me, was held on March 10, 1850, in which were

various resolutions otfending against constitu¬
tional provisions, one noticing the action of thia body to
secure the constitutional right of the rendition of fugitive
slaves.
Pact soil Statu Convuvno.i.The convention was held

yesterday in this city at the Slate hou«e, and was called to
ordBr by Jaseph Veasie. esq , and was temporarily Organ¬
ized by the election ojI Walter tt Dsn forth, president, and
John H Wulard and hlisha X. AIdrich, secretaries. A call
was made from the chair for certificates of toe election of
delegates from the several towns, wmch, being produced
were thus entitled by tlm secretaries, as lotlowsi

'

Gloucester, Warwick, Exeter, East Greenwich. Provi-
ifei.oe, Westelly llopk 1num, Coventry, Cumberland, South

Bmft*,<fleld' ' fovidonce, Buriillville, Newport, and

Rftolwtd, Thst, if the bill now pending before the United
Stales Senate, 'io reclaim lugitives from slavery." becomes
s law, we cannot and will not so far degrade our common
humanity, mock our professions as lovers of liberty stnl
lify our convictions of justice, scoff at the plainest teacb
logs of the Christjsn religion, and deride the Instructions
af the world s Redeemer, as to refuse to clothe the naked
and feed the hungry, panting fugitive, pleading for free
itom ; or as to becomc jackals and blood hounds for man-

,M» L* J"mu'tof their Innocent victim *

Rrtolvtii, That, In our opinion, agitation is essentially
necessary to arouse the public mind from its present state
of lethargy ou the subject of human slavery therefore wo
would recommend the call ol a New England convention of
Iree-soilers, at such time and place as the various State
central committees may hereafter determine ; and we would
sarnestly solicit their early attention to the importance of
this matter.

Christians of all denominations to meet in convention in
one of our western cities, in April, to concert measures for
bringing the influence of the church throughout the North
and West to bear against slavery ; and the measure upon
wuich the greatest reliance teemed to be placed, was an

agreement to exclude slaveholder from Christian com¬
munion.

.

Here, air, is a proposition to assemble a national con¬
vention for the purpoae of violating the constitutional
rights of another portion of the Union; yat thia pasaes
unnoticed, at least unrebuked, by such as have vilified
thoae who have peaceably assembled to secure their con¬
stitutional rights, but, being of fhe South, therefore are

cbaiged with purposes of disunion
We have had Cause enough, hoth in and out of Con-

gress, for all, and more than all, the measures we have
ever proposed.warnings, abundant warnings, to have
justified more formidable and efficient preparation.
Whilst Congress has failed to promote peace and security,
blank petitions have been sent all over the country to
procure signatures aaking for such hostile legislation by
the federal Congress as their course has permitted evil
men to bone for. Instead of giving the repose and the as¬
surance of aafety which ia a duty of government, the
course pursued here baa increased the agitation winch a

hesitating policy might have been expected to engender
when opposed to fanaticiam.

I read iron a document consisting of fe number of cap¬
tions for varioua petitions, to be distributed for signers in

various parts of the country. They are as follows:
Petition to *aoure to alleged fugitives the right of trial bv

jary.to the Congress of the United States.
Petition for the repeal of all laws, enacted or adopted by

Congress, for 1be support of slavery in the District of Co-
lumbia.to the Congress ol the Unned States.
Pennon agsiust the sdmission of more slave StaJl Into

the Union.to the Congress of the United States.
Petition for the establishment and protection of freedom

in the territories of the United States.to the Congress of
the United Ststes.
On the opposite "sheet to that containing these petitions.

Is the following circular :

To each frisnd of liberty in the United States ¦

Tour prompt attention is earnestly requested to this com¬
munication. Please read it with the annexed forms of pe¬
titions, and thsn act efficiently in the premises.
These intrusions upon our domestic relations and State

rights, increasing from year to year in offensivenesn, and
the strength by which they are sustained, have excited the
feeling manifested in the State of Mississippi. But, air,
ire have been asked, and aaked, too, in the Senate, if this
Nashville Convention doea not meet for purpoaaa of dis¬
union, why does it meet at all f Mr. President, have we

reached that point in the history of our government when
aggression is sanctified by numbers, and redress can only
be obtained by force f.when citizens cannot peaceably
assemble in convention with other hopes and other proe-
pects than disunion t Sir, thitf Nashville Convention
was founded in the confidence which the people of Mis¬
sissippi, so far ae they recommended it, bad in the pa¬
triotism, the good morale, and good sense of the North.
It was founded in tike expectation that the ¦aasn of the

South could speak to the masses of the North, and gai
their ear* (or useful purposes It was founded in the
hoi* that fraternity was not yet dead, and regard for tne
constitution not yet wholly obliterated among the maaaoa
of the people, however far iwliticiane may havs Kon«
astray. Tnose who believe tnat this faith was unjust
and this hope in vain may welj ask us, u MP*
bled there for purposes of disunion, why do we &sseru¬
ble, when those who believe this confidence in t&e pa¬
triotism and fraternity of our co-States of the Union to
be uufounded ask such a question, aud no answer cau
be given which to them could be satisfactory.
One of the resolutions which I propose this morning to

present avers it as one of the gnevauces of whicn we

complain, that Congress has faijed to exarcise what is an
efficient, a moral, a constitutional obligation, to give
government to the Territories, and protection to propertycoin!into those Territories. We the Congress.. the
trustees of the publjc'domain. We have failed to e*«r-
cise the duties of that trust; and why,sir, have we.fail¬
ed to do it ? It has been because the power of fanatic^mhas interfered with our legislation ; its influence has been
sufficient to control the action of Congress. We have
been unable to legislate, unless we should legislate in
accordance with the demands of the anti-i»lavery party.
In this case it is not only a constitutionalobl1**'10.?'J*^high character which I have stated, but a".°ibl'?^'on^posed upon us by treaty, an obligation which we took
uuon ourselves by the solemn international compact of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, by which we received a Iwuory
and population of Mexico, and pledged oursehres to g,ive
to that population the protection of our ^ws and our gov¬
ernment We have filled in that treaty obliKation and
to the other derelictions have added this Or^h°fnation-al faith by failing to give to the Mexican population ac
ceil ting the terms of the treaty that protection which
had been guarantied to them in the contract by which we

aC?tUi«^me *sirfthat some have proposed to escape'
this responsibility by allowing emigrants, drawn from allcountrf^by the attracti ve force ofgold, n conju.ictKm
with the resident Mexicans, and those who have gone
from the United States mto California,to execute those
powers which it was the duty of this federal go"1"';ment in part to have exercised, and in whole to ha\ e
?reserved as the uroiierty of the Slates, until surrendered
on their part by competent authority. When we received
the territory into the United States it was the acquuiuon
of the States, and ours the obligation to secure it for the
common benefit and to the common use: that we have
failed to perform. There was a right in every cituen of
the United States to go into that territory, and to h"df°r
his property the protection of the law and the constitution
of the United States. That has been denied ; and Ifor the
express purpose of stripping the people of the South of
the advantage which even the declaration that the con¬
stitution extended to the territory would have given to the
slaveholders who might wish to carry tha
property into th. Territories. Congress has thu. »nd.rect-
ly done that which it has not dared directly to do. it has,
bv refusing the protection of laws conforming to theIgnited Suites constitution, excluded slaveholders from
going with their property into the Territories as effectuallyL it could have been done by the odious, abandoned
Wilmot Proviso. Need we, sir, graver or other causes of
complaint to justify a Southern Convention ..

If, sir, the people of that Territory, coercedby thefail-
ureof Congress to give them a government, haveas-
semb ed and adojited for themselves such governments as

they could provide under the circumstances, it was h)
ihe action of Congress that they were to tiuk M-
cessity. Nay,more, sir: with the knowledge before their
eyes, that it was opposition to slavery which P"-**1'1*
the formation of territorial governments, they must have
seen, without recurring to theMi^uricontrovesy.thatunless they excluded slavery by their fundamental law,
their government would be rejected; and thus they were
in effect commanded to form a constitulion which should
exclude slavery from the territory om winch theypre¬
posed to erect their government. What is thi', sir, butl^o-fold interfererce with the property-r.ihts ofone
and the political liberty of another portion of the peoplei.
What sir but a gross delation to that people withre-
ranl toUie kind of government which they should be
permitted U> form I If they had a right to form a govern¬
ment at all, they certainly had a right to form it un¬
shackled by extraneous opinions or other '^anthat which the constitution of the United States 'mpose^I do not propose now to discuss this question. It is but
incidentally involved in the resolutions I present, and be¬
longs properly to a bill which I presume will be soon un¬
der the consileration of the Senate. 1 merely wishto sug^gest to senators, to ask themselves whetheithey have
given to the people, whom they propose toa^mitasa^tate.The free and untrammelled priv.l^eofform.ng^eir.nstitutions according to their own will '.whether tney
bave not indicated to them, by their action, that they need
not hope to enter this Union save with a uroh.bition of
slavery incorporated into their constitution .

Thus it seems to be sought by the
haTe .Otdo that which the auti-slavery men of Congress have not

been able to effect, and thus indirectly, but
deprive the South of all share in this Territory. The
people of Mississippi exerciseid their right peaceably to
wsemble.a right wLich Great Britain denied^o our fore-
lathers, and which denial, more than any othe.cause, led to the war of tb« revolution, which gave in¬

dependence to these United States. Tbeyi^^rSvtavBaembled. They considered their grievances. They have
invited others, like circumstanced,to meet thaaain con-
sultation upon the subject of providing appropriate reme¬dies They have not sought by force of arms, nor by
force of numbers, to violate the constitution, or inf"nf*
the rights of others. Far from it. They have sought by
public opinion, and by a frank expression of
lions and determinations, to operate upon what they still
hniM> exist* tbe spirit of patriotism and fraternity.
winch, in times gone by, animated and governed thoss
united by one constitution, and marching todestiny under one banner. This is tbe lengih and"bre«^thand depth of all the proceedings of thepeopde ofMiss^muni. Under such circumstances, therefore, they mayweYl scorn the denunciations of those who impugn thair
motives. They may well rely lor their justification
axanist charges of disloyalty to the Union on the proofsbave^eretofore given' and tho« they are rwdy
hereafter to give, whenever their country may ne*d them,
of their devoted attachment to the glory and interests,
and their faithful adherence to the constitution of the
United States. Well may ihey rely securelyMM theu TrJ/olir motives the justice of their demands,
and *the final judgment of mankind for a refutation

< of those who have attempted to de¬
fend them. It is true that the hope and confidence ini the
mstice the feeling of fraternity, and the sense of consti¬
tutional obligation to which I have referred, have render®
Mine prone, uiion slight evidence, to believe that all 4u-
« JTLTud 'I recent events have created thus
«ome division of opinion as to the necessity of the Nash¬
ville Convention, let no one presume from thatjwaniltes-tation that there » any purpose of

£££ 3:8X2BS£«£
I have referred are disposed to poitpone action^with the
hope that it will be rendered unnecessary. I . not one
of those who believe the hone to be well founded^ lt is
mv opinion that justice will not be dow to the iwroth.
that we shall have no substantial c°ni£e"V0f" '"U®
.s for the surrender of an equal cla.mto Califwina No
security against future harassment by Congress win
probably be given. Therefore. I aay, if a reckless anu
self-sustaining majority ahall trample upon her rigbta. if
the constitutional wuility of the States is to.»>. erujrfby force, private and political rights to be weighed^downby mere force of numbers, then, sir, when that *'C>o7
lover constitutional rights is achieved, h*."11 oftri
¦imph which is to announce it before it is half utteredwil^ be checked by the united, the determined action of
the South, and every breeze will bring to ithe marauding
daatrovers of thoae rights the warning. Wo, wo to
the m*rs who trample team down. I aubniit the report
and resolutions, and aak that they may be read and pnnte
'"Mr'wTwNS1submitted additional documenU relating
to the memorial of A. P. Britingham: which were re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relatione.
Ob motion by Mr. DAVIS, ofMississippi.
nrdtrtd Thai the memorial of the West Fetiolena Rail-

ro*d Com'psnjr, on th« file, of the »enate. be referral to
the Committee on Finance.
Mr ATCHISON asked leava to introduce two bills, of

I "t^'pRKSIdInO ofrIcE;RrTh« bill» not y« Hud"

PS 1 wss aware of that. My object
was to call the attention of the Senate to the 4J..H rule of
the Senate Whether this bill comes within that rule or

ferred to a committee, and the committee r«P«r'
chum ought not to b« allowed, and the rule is adopted by

the Senate, it shall not be in order to refer the papers back

^JSCSt over and oyer egaiin£-«]*»a committee of the Senate. 1 believe I ha*® .g« °"e
or two report* myself adverse to the claim,J*®..porta have been adopted by the Senate.^ It jtherefore, clearly be in order to withdraw the pi,^_ ^refer them to a committee. The only doubt s

igbill introduced cornea within. the ritle._ Ms
.

that such a bill does come within the rule. 1
to do what I now do because there are several o
old claims, which I have been watch.ng here for yeWj,and in all human probability I shall not be able
them much longer This claim has been £in this house aud in the other. It, however, <J°®V- , ivme that, as it is presented from time to time, it ultl.ttr>will, unW the attention of the Senate »s c«dled o this
rule! groundless as it is, be passed. I submit to the Sen¬
ate ths uuestion whether it is in order.

«.i.,rt-The Presiding oFficer. The
in* to the rule, entertains no doubt that, after re £
claims to acemmiuee. and after a report adverse Ito the£it is not in order for tbemJo be ^ain referred, unless
new evidence had been furnished ^which, in

.han.eprobability, will affect the nature of the report andI "aw
the decision of the Senate. It is for the Senate to decide
whether, under the circumstances, when leave u tutted
to introduce such a bill, it should be permiUed to be n-

troduced. it does not come, strictly
rules thouah their spirit seems to extend to this bu .

The question is to be put to the Senate, ^etjl" *||eator shall have leave to introduce the b.l ? L»v« must
beitratiled before the bill will be in order The ques¬
tion is, therefore, Shall the senator have leave to intro-

Mr*ATCHISON. Do I understand the honorable sen-

bill ? Sir, this is the lust instance of the kind that 1 have
ever known Now, that senator does not knowwhf'evidence may have been referred to, or obtamed by theSrsssas itas
^"eESIWNG OFFICER. The bill will not be,
before the Senate until leave be granted. . . fMr PHELPS. I hope I may not be considered lac
tious I recollect the whole of the discussion when this
bill was adopted. It was adopted by the ®^ate^°([n^jsons which will strike every senator at onca.^Many wth«ae old claims had been examined repeatedly .oyiue
Senate . and yet they are brought before us from time toUm^ conunittees are called ufm to examme them and

motton ffivo atie to the claimant. My object was
simrdv to the attention of the Senate to this bill,whic^, of late, I am sorry to say, appears to have been

nrSksid%g 0FViSr'n^,-ii.-y
adversely to the Senate, and that report confirmed by th

SeMrCpHELPS. Heretofore.not this seseion.
Piik"AIDING OFFICER. The rule does not ap-Pi,?4»»Lt it. b«k .o .be

"KThFXFS. The rule is not confined 10 Ibe prwent
HPftftion This claim, if I mistake not, is a claim arising
upon a grant made by Gen. George Rogers Clark abou

mTh!apRKSIDING OFFICER. The Chair cannot per-miT any d^on as to the merits of the case but
merely with regard to the propriety of giving leave to m-
U M^PHELPS. Certainly not. 1
iKat it hai> bees presented in the name of dinerent per
sons These claims have been brought up and ^"der-pd sometimes in the name of Francois Vigot, at other"B theUme of Antoine Peltier, and again in the

n"Theva«Cilo^ tee*.? footing, and have been con-1sidereland repor^dupoo together.^ |muSPfor the°purpoee of preventing the
thA hillii an to call the attention of the Senate 10
jact. that' these claims have been heretofore fully exam-
"'The PRESIDING OFFICER. The senator from Mia-

XidiTorThMmymeVol nSPeltier, and the other is for the relief of the heirs ot INic

h°Mr. PHELPS, (in his seat). There is another one yet
^The bill to provide for the payment of a debt dueto
the heirs of Airtoine Peltier was then read a second time
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Revolution
1r \1^r''aTCH1SON also, on leave, introduced a hill for
the relief of the heirs of Nicholas l,achance, which was
referred to the same committee.

report or the committee or thirteik.

ssr'ri xt j^s?jasiiMrtSto«b^srrssMiissrsasa^rstconsideration, presented the following report:

.Mfsrris
¦sattstfi

self, singular i
( a,t thoM motives and viewsthat a lull ip*i

mihiects confided to the committee,

arrived, seems q general <»bservstunis, and to¦nmpCreflecuons which grow out of those subjects.7? our recent territorial acquisitions, and in con-Oat oi
institution of slavery, questions mostarave^ave sprung. which, greatlv dividing and Heatinggrave nave p a

States, nave threatened to die-iSOTe hfrmony, if not to endaage..the safety, of the
Union The committee believe it to be highly desirable
and necessary speedily to adjust all thoee questmns in a
sornt of concord, and in a manner to produce, if wacti-2b i aeneral satisfaction. They think it would be un-wisl 'to leavs any of them open »"d unsettled, to feater in
the D^ te ^nd. and to protong, if not ag<ravste. the ex-2JT aStSon It haJ. been their object, therefore, m
tins rewt to make such proposals and recommendations
m wou^ accomplish a general adjustment of all those

qUAmwt the subjects referred to the committee, whichcommand their first attention, are the resolutions oftred
trk thi> Vnate bv the tenalor from Tenneteee, [Mf. Bbll.]pSon* in the mol.tiM.ol Co.V~T^xas to the United States, it is declared that new

Slates, of convenient size, not exceeding four in number,
in addition to eaid State Of Texas, and having sufficient
population, may hereafter, by feMMMtol^4 BM.be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be rn
Ulltil 10 admiuion, under the provisions of the federal
constitution; and such State. " be 'o^i out o
that portion of said territory lying BOUlh "J, vti^u^rnorth latitude, commonly known as the Missouri
compromise line, %kall be admitted intotheUniMWith or
without slavery, as the jieople of each State asking ad
(niseion may dwin."

,The committee are unanimouslv of opinioo. that when-
ever one or more States, formed out of the territory of
Texas, not exceeding four, having sufficient population,
with the consent of Texas, may apply .
the Unioe. they are entitled to such aAieeion. jjeypndSl doobT upon tb. clem, ".bgwterms of the solemn compect conUined in the ri»olu..ion
e\i annexation adopted by Cott|rwi and aseentsu to hy
Texas But, whilst the committee conceive that the right
of admission into the Union of aay new States carred
out of the territory of Texaa, aot exceeding the number
specified, and under the conditions stated, «nuot be juet-
|y«>ntroverted, the committee do not think that the for.
mation of any euch new States should now originate
with Congress. The initiative, in conformity with the
nsaae which has heretofore prevailed, shoula be taken
by a portion of the people of Texae therwelves. de-
»i roue of conetituting a new State, with the coneent
of Texae; and in the formation of euch new Stale,
it will be for the people composing it to decide for
themselvee whether they will admit or will ex
elude slavery: and however they rn*y' *
ourelv municipal question. Congress is bound to acquh^e.and te filfil in good fait? the stipulations of theSm^ct with Texas The committee are aware that itSsSsSRSfISSiaMrttii-staw iSstt

WW concluded, «u among them) who believed that the
States formed out of Louisiana could not be received into
the Union without an amendment of the constitution.
But the States of Louisiana Mi^unArkaasas and
Iowa have been all, nevertheless, admitted. And who
would now think of opposing the admission of Minne¬
sota, Oregon, or other new States formed out of the la¬
titat province of Louisiana, upon the ground oi ana!^lened original defect of constitutional power. In graveifalional tran»ct.ons. while yet tnMw£ciuient stages, differences may well exist, bat wnen
once they have been decided by a constitutional majority.
and are timsummated, or are in a process of
tlon, there can be no other safe and prudent alternative
than to respect the decision already rendered, and to »c-
uiiiesce in it. Entertaining these.views, a majority ol: the
committee do not think it n«essary or proper to rerom-
mend, al this time, or prospectively, any new State or
Suites to be formed out of the territory of texaa. Shoiuld
any such State be hereafter formed, and present teelf for
admission into the Union, whether with o^'thout the
establishment of slavery, it cannot be doubted that C<m-
icress will, under a full sense of h<>nor, of good ifaith, and
of alt the high obligations arising out of the compact
with Texas, decide, just as it will decide under the in¬
fluence of similar considerations in regard to new Stat*1
formed of or out of New Mexico andUtah, with °r^'Jb-out the institution of slavery, according to the ^itQ;tions and judgment of the "*m'
to what may be best to promote their happiirt*.

In considering the question of the admission of Call-
forma as a State into the Union, a majority of the com-
miltee conceive that any irregularity by which thatState
was organized, without the previous authority of an mi
of ConK oighvto be overlooked, in consider* on of
the onussion by Congress to establish anv territorial gov-ernmentTor the ^opTe of California, anS the consequent
necessity which they were under to cre,t'
for themselves, best adapted to their ownwants.
nr(1 various instances, pri(kr to the case of California, 01£ Xisaioii of "new States into the Union, wi,hotrt
anv previous authorization by Congress. Ine sole
condition required by the constitution of the Unued
States in respect to the admimion of a new Sta^, Utei
Its constitution shall be republican in foim. Caliwinia
presents such a constitution; and there >«no doubt ofher
haviuif a greater population than that which, according
to theuractice of the government, has been heretofore
deemed sufficient to receive anew

In reirard to the proposed boundaries of California, ncoLX wouldPhave been glad^""^Xyfull and accurate geographical ^owtedge of thete:rr y
which those boundaries include. There is reason w uc

ieve thaUarTe L. they are. they embrace no very dis¬
proportionate quantity of land adapted to cultivation;
and it is known that they contain extensive ranges of

P: ciniM it >¦ not very certain that an acceasioie
interior of sufficient extent could have been *o''jj'®to render an approach to the ocean through their own

"Tmthat there are m^Vand urgent concurring considerations w favor ofadmit
Ung cSSrma withle proposed bot^f^d oj^e-cunnir to her at this time the benefits of a State govern
M It. hereafter, upon an increase of her population.
a more thorough exploration of her territory, and an as
certammentofthe relations which may anse between then^oole occupying iu various parts, it should be found con-
&e to their convenience and happiness to form a
new State out of California, we have e»«y reason to be-
lievc from past experience, that the question of its
mission will be fairly considered and justly decided.
A majority of the committee, therefore, recommendto

the Senate thepassage of the bill reported bv the. Com¬
mittee on Territories for the admission of California aa as.^tfinwfhe Union. To prevent misconception, the
committee also recommend that the *Xlo
public domain and other public property in CaJiforma.
Whilst a majority of the committee Wwve .t to be "e

ceswyind proper; uSder actual circnm^c^. to admit
California. they think it quite as necessary and proper tosstab?iah governments for the residue of the territory it-
rived from Mexico, and to bring it within the pale of the
federal authority. The remoteness oH^temtory^ramthe seat of the general government i^edis^s^steteo,ts population ; the variety of
which it consists; the ignorance of some of the riew oir.,r l.w.TMU«e and habits; their exposure to inroadsZ ^r. o*«v5e tX*; and the solemn stipulations
nf thp treaty bv vniich we acquired dominion over themaS.>. '^/"°bdET,
Corwtew'will toil in Ibe perionoanc* of a ti|h duty if ij
for Suu. io»mm>«M. Th« imitoral lorn, tor I
ent is best suited to their condiUon. A bill has b»n ret
uorted by the Committee on Territories, dividing aUth*
territory acquired from Mexico not comprehended within
the limiistH California into two Territories, under theMjnes^o?NewMexico and Uuh. and proposing for each
* T^ewmmittee"recommend to the Senate the .stab-
lisbmentof those territorial |overnmente^and in ord

The combination of the two

of government suited to the wndition^ re^ct^elj^ofthe proposed new State aad of the new Territories, rnor
to tSeir transfer to the UBitedStatee^tbeysaw?ssatt» hSrsi®tf
foreign government to another, common 10 ~

«

the relations in which they stand to the rest oi w«

,l iinii«t States or should be disconnected with CallfiJ^L S2T5u»o«.gh she has organized for herself aSteti^VowrTment. mwt be legally and > rt-
garded aa a Territory unul she is actoatly admitted aa a
State into the Union.

It ia further objected, that by combining the two meas¬
ure* in the same bill, members who mav be willing to.

for ooearid unwilling to vote for tl. other-j*Mbe placed in an embarraaaing condiUon. They woolU be
constrained, it ia urged, to take or to reject both. On the
other band, there are other membera wjio wouWU wi^ling to vote for both united, but would feel *««*...
constrained to vote against the California bill
alone. Each party finds in the bill which it favors so .

thing which commends it to acceptance^¦ d thsomething which it disapproves. T^e trne ground^fore, of the objection to the union of the measures^.s n

any want of atenity between them but *
ta?or or diafaror with which '".X .

to a magarded. In th.a conflict of opinion, it I

joruy of the committee that . ^ are> ,hoo|d beceasion enj<*ns that the
Wlu be. thatconnected together . the .»*

triumph, anil that

'.nolh we°re wt paru to which exception was te-

creat variety of proviawna, to aome of which aenouaMfettion waa made in the convention which formed it'byAfferent members of that body; lESSSVted to the ratification of the States,
to some parta. and others to other parte ol the same in-
Strument Had these various parte and proviairma beenjaSf acted on in the convention, or atparatelf snb-
mitted to the people of the United States, it w by n
m«ans certain that the con*ito]Uon itarff would eyeth^s been adopted or ratifted Tho* who did not like
particular provisions found compensation in other par

TO OUB lUMCWMf*.

Tb* couwrm* rapkb u Puhu*M vt-wsakiy *ui»i «*. ...
iu«l ot CotifrM, sod tM^HUjr during dMnw
BlikacriptfOM tor s period lew tfcaa . yw will b« !...*».< ."

imrau puywHwnil «o tka abov* muhuJ rmvaa.
ftt-rOBTMABTBM ar« wlhorUed lo set as o«f M««t> i fcT

.cndiuc u» rivs DAILY satocrikcn, with $&) wnciosad, or ri»»
HtMl- WKKKL.Y tubocnbcra, wiUi (MSeucloMd ; or ri*« WEEKLY
.ubKitberi, wiU f 10 enclosed, will be .umltd lo out copy of
.UUC edition U U»ey Airuwb as s«Ssc.»bs«» for, gtoUt.

of it. And in nil caaee of conatitutioue and law. when
either U presented us * whole, the question to be decided
u whether the good which it contains la not of {rast¬er' amount, and doe* not neutralize anything ««ptK.n.
able in it. And as nothing human is l*^*' ('1'*sake of that harmony ao desirable in auch a confed¬
eracy aa thin, we muat be reconciled to secure ih imuch
as we can of what we wish, and be consoled by the
reflection that what we do not exactly hl*lfr»nd1y
concession, and agreeable to those who, being united
with us in a common destiny, it is desirable, .hour
always live with us in peade and concord.
A majority of the committee have, therefore, been led

to the recommendation to the Senate that the two meas¬
ures be united. The bill for establishing the two Terri¬
tories, it will be observed, omits the Wilmot I roviao, on
the one hand, and, on the other, makes no provision for
the introduction of slavery into any part of the new Ter¬
ritories. That Proviso has been the fruitful source of
distraction and agitation. If it were adopted ami applied
to any Territory, it would cease to have any obligatory
force aa soon as such Territory were admitted as a State
into the Union. There was never any occaaion for it. to
accomplish the profesaed object with which it was orktl .

nally offered. This haa been clearly demonstrated by the
current of events. California, of all the recant territorial
acquisitions from Mexico, waa that m which, if any*
where within them, the introduction of slavery was
Wrt liWf to take place ; and the coaptation Ca?&. 8? the nnanhmma **>
has expressly interdicted it. There is the highest de¬
gree of probability that Utah and New Mexico w.il.
when they come to be admitted aa States, follow
the example. The Proviso », aa to all these ra¬
tions in common, a mere abstraction. Why should itf>e any longer insisted on ? Tctanydestituteasit taoC
any practical import, it has, nevertheless, had the perni¬
cious effect to excite serious, if not alarming consequen¬
ces. It is high time that the wounds which it has inflict¬
ed should be healed up and closed; and that, to avoid, 111
all future time, the agitation which must be produced by
the conflict of opinion on the slavery question, existinp,
as this institution does in some of the Statee, and prohib¬
ited as it is in others, the true principle which ought to
regulate the action of Conjfress in forming territorial gov¬
ernments for each newly-acquired » to
from all legislation on the wbject in the^rritary«-uuired, so long as it retains the territorial form ol gov¬
ernment.leaving it to the people of such Territory, when
they have attained to a condition which entitles them to
ndnnHsion as a State, to decide for themselves the qaes-
tion of the allowance or prohibition of domestic slavery.
The committee believe that thev express the anxious de¬
sire of an immense majority of the P«>ple of the
Sutes, when they declare that it is high tune that good
feelings, harmony, and, fraternal sentimenU shoald be
again revived, and that the government should be able
once more to proceed in its great operations to
the happiness and prosperity of the country, undisturbed
by this distracting cause.
As for California-far from feehng her sensibility af¬

fected by her being associated with «herk^r^n<»'-ures.she ought to rejoice and be highly gratified that,
in entering into the Union, she may have contributed to
the tranquillity and hapuioess of the great family of Mates,
of which, it is to be hoped, she may oue day be a dis-

l'""FhfTcommfttee'beg leave next to report on the subject
of the northern and western boundary of Texaa. On
that question a great diversity of opinion has prevailed.
According to one view of it, the western limit of Texas
was the Nueces; according to another, it .extended to
the Rio Grande, and stretched from ito mouth to Hs
source. A majority of »he committee, having come to
the conclusion of recommending an »jost-
ment of the boundary with Texaa, abstain from express¬
ing any opinion as to the true and legitimate western an<
northern Undary of that State. Theterms proposed for
such an adjustment are contained in the bill herewith re¬
ported. and they are, with inconsiderable variation, the
same as that reported by ihe Commatee ouTen itorms.^According to these terms, it is proposed 10 Texas thai_
her boundary be recognised to the
that river to the point commonly called Lt Paso, and ran
ning thence up that river twenty miles, measured thereon
by a straight Une, and thenw eaatwasdly toa pantwhere
the hundredth degree of west longitude
being the southwest angle m the line designated between
the United States andlilexK>o, and the same angle in

the line of the territory set apart for the Indians by the
U If* tois boundary be assented to by Texas, she will be
quieted to that extent in her title. And some may sjip-Joee that, in consideration of this concession by tbe Um-IXstatM, she might, without any other equivalent, re¬

linquish any claim she haa beyond the Pr0K*®^Ug Vry ; that is, any claim to any part of New Mexico. But.
under the influence of a sentiment of juatice «nd greal
liberality, the bill proposes lo Texaa, for bar relinquish¬
ment ol any such claim, a large pecuniary equivalent.
As a consideration for it, and considering that .P°£*11of the debt of Texas was created on a pledge toMber cred
itors of the duties on foreign imports, transferred by tne
rMolution of annexation to the United Suies and now
received and receivable in their
committee recommend the payment
millions of dollars to Texas, to be applied in the first in-
stance to the extinction ot that portion of her debt for the
reimbursement of which the duties on foreign imports
were uledxed aa aforesaid ; and the residue in such man-rera/lTem." irec^ The said sum is to be part by the
United States in a stock, to he created, bearing flva par
cent, interest annually, payable half-
of the United States, and the principal reimbursable at the
end of fourteen yeara. . thereAccording to an estimate which haa beeni made, tnete
are included in the territory to which J**1nhali wlinoonb ber claim, embracin* tilt part 01

New Mexico lying east of tbe Rio «ren2e, iah
than 1*24 933 Muare miles, and about 79#9t»7,l20 actaa 01land. From tne proceed, of the aate of thi. land, the
United Sutes may ultimately be reimbursed a portion, 11
not the whole, of the amount of what is thus pro(^sed to

^be advanced to Texai.
_It cannot 5e anticipated that Texas will declinetoac^cede to theae liberal propoeiuons; but if fJSto be dirtinctly understood that the tula « the UaHM

States to any territory acquired ^ £e ^e con*Rio Grande will remain unimpaired and in the con
_

dition as if the proposals of adjustment now offered had

"'a niajority of'the committee recommend to the Senate
that the section containing theae propoaala to Texja iih^be incorporated into the bill embracing the admiaaionn ofcllSm m a State, and the eatabltahment oftarr.to
rial govefnmenta for biah and New M"?®:
nition and establishment of the boundan between New
Mexico and Texaa have an intimate ana nacaaaary con
nexion with the establishment of a tetritoriaJ governSSHor New Mexico. To form a terntond govern(ment for New Mexico, without prescribing ihe limits ofTs Territory would liave the work imperfect and intbe territory, n.w Mexico to serious conCSre?' iVno.Ju!ge*ous^collisions, with tb. State ol
Teias And most^, if not all, the considerations which

factory adjuaunent. Tbe

A 1 embracing those three measures, tne pasaaga uiwhichT uniting them together, they recommend lo the

^The' committee will now
of, and to report upon, the subject ® °

service or labor in one State escaping into another. The
text of the constitution is quite clear : 'No paraon held
to labor or service in one state, undtr tha law* thtrtoj,
escaninK into another, shall, in conaequence of any law^SSfst.on therein, be discharged from .uch 'erv.ce or

tabor, butihaU In dtltvtrtd up on the claim of lh«iguiyto whom such eervice or labor may be due. Nothing
can be more explicit than thia language.nothing more
manifest than the right to demand, and ll" obll*^ thedeliver up to the clamant, any auch

_

constitution addrease. itself alike to thaSWae
the Union and to the gan.iml ««««}.there were any difference in the duty#M() (he^ed-tion of the C0M«i,l|t,0Bn " dTar tbst it is that of theeral government, tt ui*** Jf^is tha duty of both. It

TrTeatTrnlS'^nd ew'.tement, and often leada to mostC. irTnot perilous, collisions. An owner of aunpleasant, P*
cannot pursue hie property , forrlVm. o^2 of ita^very, in some of the States, wnhout.Lt iwrsonal hazard This is a dejdorable rtafe of:=ewh^nShrX remedied. He law of I7Wisara -"'»tessSJiir,T«xfiSatnngent enactmenta Theca ia, eapecialiy, a ueu«.-uvj


